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FOREWORD. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Guildford, 


I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough 
for  1953. 

During  the  year  to  which  the  Report  relates  the  health  of  the 
Borough  has  been  very  well  maintained.  The  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  has  not  been  particularly  high  and  such  infections  as  have 
arisen  have  not  caused  much  trouble.  Poliomyelitis  occasioned  a few 
cases,  one  of  which  unfortunately  proved  fatal,  but  apart  from  that 
there  was  a medium  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  measles  and  whooping 
cough.  These  diseases  nowadays  do  not  cause  either  the  mortality  or 
morbidity  which  they  used  to  do,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  antibiotics 
now  used  in  most  cases  completely  control  the  disease  and  prevent  the 
incidence  of  complications  which  were  often  the  cause  of  death  or 
serious  illness. 

The  Birth  Rate,  although  fortunately  higher  than  the  previous 
year*  is  still  low,  but  the  Infantile  Mortality  is  also  low — much  lower 
than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole,  showing  that  the  children  who  are 
born  in  Guildford  are  very  carefully  looked  after. 

The  Death  Rate  of  the  Borough  is  low — almost  exactly  the  same 
as  that  of  the  country  as  a whole  and,  as  67%  of  the  deaths  were  in 
persons  over  65  years,  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  cause  of  death  is 
ascribable  to  deleterious  conditions  to  health  of  the  town.  In  fact, 
quite  the  contrary  is  the  case  and  I should  think  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  find  anywhere  in  the  country  a town  as  healthy  as  Guildford. 
There  is  definitely  no  circumstance  which  would  be  likely  to  affect  the 
health  in  any  deleterious  way. 
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The  programme  of  re-housing  pursued  by  the  Council  has  been 
intensive  and  the  number  of  houses  built  compared  with  the  population 
is  noted  to  be  extremely  high.  The  houses  are  also  of  a very  high 
standard  and  the  layout  of  the  Council  estates  is  very  pleasing. 

The  sanitary  work  of  the  Borough  has  as  usual  achieved  a high 
standard  of  efficiency,  especially,  as  one  would  have  expected  in  the 
Borough  which  initiated  the  clean  food  campaign,  in  respect  of  food 
and  food  premises.  We  have  a model  abbatoir  which,  during  the  year 
of  this  Report,  was  still  being  run  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  but  every 
animal  killed  therein  was  carefully  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  the  Health  Department.  Cafes,  restaurants  and  hotels  have  all  been 
brought  up  to  an  excellent  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  production  of 
clean  food,  and  our  sanitary  staff  is  to  be  congratulated  on  their  keen 
work  under  the  very  capable  direction  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Perry. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation 
in  ensuring  the  health  of  the  Borough  and  supporting  the  efforts  of 
their  Officers  to  maintain  that  health. 

F.  A.  BELAM,  T.D.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  : 7,184. 

Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  the  resident  population  mid- 
1953,  civilian  and  members  of  the  Armed  Forces.  Total 
48,450 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  Hats  (end  of  1953),  according 
to  the  Rate  Books  : 13,898. 

Rateable  Value  on  31st  December,  1953  : £586,958. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  March,  1954)  : 
£2,302. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
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The  Birth  Rate  shows  a rise  on  that  of  last  year,  which  is 
very  welcome  as  it  has  been  falling  off  for  the  past  few  years. 
It  may  well  be  that  this  rise  is  due  to  the  output  of  Corpora- 
tion houses,  which  has  been  excellent.  The  rate  is  15.30, 
which  is  unfortunately  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole, 
which  is  15.5,  and  that  of  the  160  smaller  towns  15.7.  But  the 
fact  that  it  shows  a rise  at  all  is  satisfactory.  It  seems  to 
indicate  the  truth  of  the  suggestion  of  the  fall  being  due  to 
housing  shortage  and  with  increase  of  available  houses 
the  rate  rises.  Using  the  comparability  factor  for  births,  the 
rate  will  be  14.7. 

The  permanent  houses  erected  since  the  war  and  up  to 
the  1st  June,  1954,  now  total  1,763,  and  100  temporary 
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dwellings,  which  is  a most  creditable  performance.  The 
houses,  too,  are  most  comfortable  and  up-to-date  with  all 
modern  conveniences. 

The  Death  Rate  remains  11.5  as  in  1952  and  1951.  The 
rate  for  the  160  County  Borough  and  towns  of  larger  size  is 
12.2,  that  for  the  100  smaller  towns  is  11.3,  while  for  the 
country  as  a whole  the  rate  is  11.4.  Guildford  death  rate  is, 
therefore,  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  chief  cause  of  death  is,  as  usual,  heart  disease  or 
disease  of  the  circulatory  system.  These  causes  contributed 
286  out  of  561  deaths,  or  nearly  half.  Of  these  deaths,  84 
were  ascribed  to  coronary  disease.  Naturally,  most  of  the 
deaths  were  in  persons  over  65,  and  of  the  total  deaths,  67% 
were  persons  over  65. 

Next  to  heart  or  circulatory  disease  came  cancer,  which 
caused  91  deaths,  and  of  these  12  were  due  to  cancer  of  the 
lungs  or  bronchi,  5 being  persons  over  65.  Thirty-four  deaths 
were  due  to  pneumonia,  but  of  these  22  were  persons  over  65, 
so  that  it  was  a terminal  condition.  Of  other  deaths,  there 
was  nothing  noteworthy  and  no  cause  could  be  ascribed  to 
any  adverse  environmental  condition. 

No  deleterious  influence  is  therefore  at  work  in  this 
delightful  town,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  so  many  come  here 
to  live  on  retirement. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  Registrar-General  ascribes  A 
more  deaths  to  Guildford  than  can  be  found  in  the  records, 
and  of  these  2 are  female  deaths  from  gastro-enteritis. 

Infantile  Mortality.  Seventeen  infants  under  one  year 
died  during  1953.  This  was  two  less  than  in  1952.  Of  these 
deaths,  4 were  due  to  congenital  conditions  (R.G.),  4 from 
pneumonia  and  5 from  gastro-enteritis,  the  last  being  due  to 
prematurity,  at  five  hours  of  age.  Ages  of  the  others  at  death 
were  : from  congenital  conditions,  2 at  2 days,  1 at  3 days,  2 
at  5 days,  1 at  2 weeks  and  1 at  6 months.  From  gastro- 
enteritis, 5 males  of  2 weeks,  1 month,  3 months  and  2 of  5 
months,  and  from  pneumonia,  a male  of  3 months  and  3 
females  of  2 months  and  1 of  9 months.  Neonatal  mortality 
involved  9 of  these  17  infants,  rather  more  than  half, 
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Of  the  5 deaths  from  gastro-enteritis,  all  took  place  in 
hospital.  Histories  of  the  cases  were  as  follows.  One  of  3 
months  was  breast  fed  for  10  weeks.  He  then  contracted 
broncho-pneumonia,  and  was  removed  to  hospital  where  he 
was  detained  for  a week  and  then  sent  home.  Nine  days  later 
he  was  re-admitted  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  and  died  4 
days  later. 

Another  of  5 months  was  breast  fed  for  2 weeks  and  then 
fed  on  cow’s  milk,  etc.  He  had  an  umbilical  hernia  operated 
upon  in  hospital  and  was  discharged  8 days  later.  A fort- 
night later  he  was  re-admitted  with  a history  of  4 days 
diarrhoea  and  2 days  vomiting.  He  died  3 weeks  later  still 
in  hospital.  The  third  child  of  6 weeks  old  was  admitted  to 
hospital  reported  to  be  unable  to  pass  urine,  but  no  fault  was 
found  and  he  was  discharged  only  to  be  re-admitted  10  days 
later  with  a history  of  3 days  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  He 
died  10  days  later  still  in  hospital. 

The  fourth  child  of  5 months  died  in  Chertsey  Hospital 
and  the  fifth  of  10  weeks  died  in  the  Woking  Hospital.  The 
history  of  the  five-month-old  child,  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Chertsey  Hospital,  is  that  of  intermittent  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea  for  a week  before  admission.  Dehydration  was 
rapid  despite  treatment  and  the  child  died  a month  later  in 
hospital.  The  fifth  child  of  two  weeks  old  w’as  too  ill  to  attend 
the  clinic  after  its  discharge  from  hospital  at  St.  Luke’s,  where 
it  was  born  on  1/4/53  and  discharged  on  14/4/53.  It  was  a 
forceps  delivery  to  a mother  over  40  years.  The  child 
rapidly  developed  gastro-enteritis  which  led  to  malnutrition 
and  dehydration.  It  had  been  bottle  fed.  Phlebothrombosis 
of  the  right  leg  supervened  and  pulmonary  embolism.  It  died 
on  its  nineteenth  day  of  age  in  the  Woking  Victoria  Hospital, 
to  which  it  had  been  admitted  on  17/4/53  for  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  22.8,  which  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  26.8  for  England  and  Wales  or  the  24.3 
for  the  160  smaller  towns.  It  is  a welcome  drop  upon  the 
higher  figure  of  1952  (27.8). 


Old  Peopled  Welfare.  The  Guildford  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Committee  as  usual  did  an  extraordinary  amount  of 
good  work  among  the  aged  during  the  year.  This  Committee 
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has  now  been  supplemented  by  the  Guildford  Group  Hospital 
Board’s  Geriatric  Services  Committee  which,  though  elected 
three  years  ago,  has  only  recently  added  to  its  number  other 
persons,  including  the  Chairman  of  the  South  Western 
Divisional  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Surrey  County 
Health  Committee,  a medical  representative  of  the  Godaiming 
Borough  Council  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  has 
widened  the  scope  of  the  provision  made  for  old  people  to 
include  special  hospital  and  clinic  provision. 

A special  Geriatric  Clinic  is  held  at  St.  Duke’s  Hospital 
twice  a week  at  12  p.m.  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  and  at 
this  clinic  are  seen  by  specialists,  old  people  who  are  sick  and 
have  been  referred  by  their  doctors.  In  addition,  domiciliary 
visits  are  paid  by  the  geriatric  consultants  on  request  of  the 
practitioner.  Seventy  beds  are  reserved  at  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital  of  the  379,  and  in  addition,  Puttenham  Priory  caters 
for  the  walking  and  bedfast  patients  who  have  passed  through 
the  geriatric  unit  but  are  unlikely  to  benefit  from  a further 
stay  in  it.  Thirty-six  beds  are  provided  at  Puttenham  Priory. 

During  the  year,  a Geriatric  Social  Worker  Nurse  was 
appointed,  who  attends  the  geriatric  clinic  and  visits  the  sick 
old  people  in  their  homes  for  half  her  time  and  is  a district 
nurse  for  the  other  half. 

In  addition  to  this  hospital  provision,  there  are  a number 
of  old  people’s  homes.  The  largest  private  home  is  Merrow 
House,  with  accommodation  for  40.  At  St.  Luke’s  House,  74 
men  and  54  women  are  catered  for,  but  this  is  a local  govern- 
ment home.  Other  small  homes  run  by  voluntary  effort  and 
charitable  gifts,  or  bequests,  are  Abbots  Hospital,  founded  in 
1619  by  James  I’s  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  a Guildford  man, 
which  accommodates  9 men  and  12  women.  Hillier  Alms- 
houses for  12  ladies.  Stoke  Hospital  for  10,  and  Caleb 
Lovejoy  Almshouses  (Cromwell’s  baggage  master)  caters  for 
4.  Visitors  from  the  Old  People’s  Committee  call  at  the 
homes  of  all  old  people  known  to  them  to  have  a chat  and  see 
that  all  is  well.  The  milk  bottle  scheme  is  a good  one,  where- 
by all  milk  dealers  have  agreed  to  notify  any  case  of  an  old 
person  where  the  milk  has  not  been  taken  in. 

The  night  attendance  scheme  mentioned  last  year  is  now 
in  operation,  and  14  cases  involving  50  attendances  have  been 
dealt  with. 
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Meals  on  Wheels  have  been  supplied  to  35  people  who 
received  2,249  meals  during  the  year  through  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service.  The  W.V.S.  also  run  a home  library 
service  calling  twice  a week  and  covering  a 50-mile  route. 

Another  very  valuable  service  is  the  Chiropody  Service, 
which  has  a fortnightly  surgery  for  old  people,  who  pay  2/6d. 
a visit — over  12  per  session  attend. 

Old  People’s  Clubs  are  still  flourishing.  The  Rotary  Club 
holds  its  Annual  Dinner  and  Entertainment,  and  the  Round 
Table  also  help  the  old  people. 

The  Health  Department’s  place  in  the  care  of  old  people 
is  taken  by  the  Health  Visitors  who  visit  the  homes, 
especially  the  special  bungalows  for  old  people,  and  check  up 
on  the  general  condition  of  the  old  person,  giving  or 
arranging  for,  such  assistance  as  may  be  required. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  During  the  year,  pathological  and 
bacteriological  work  was  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  of  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  up  to  4th  August,  1953.  This 
work  was  then  taken  over  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital.  The  total  work  for  the  year  is  as 


follows 

Skin  Swabs  24 

(for  Staphylycoccus  Aureus) 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  62 


(for  K.L.B.  testing:  Haemolytic  Streptococci) 

Eye  Swab 1 

(for  organisms) 

Miscellaneous  - 37 

(Biological  examination  of  Milk  samples) 


Guildford  Deaths  in  1953 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  i per  j Total  Births:  Abortion  with  sepsis — 0.06.  Abortion  without  sepsis  or  toxaemia — 0.04. 

England  & Wales  as  follows: — / 1,000  1 Puerperal  Infection — 0.10.  Other  Maternal  Causes — 0.18. 

Guildford  : Abortions  with  sepsis — 0.00  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Ambulance  Work.  Ambulance  work  is  under  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  carrying  out 
the  work  as  agents. 


The  following  figures  summarise  the  duties  performed 
during  1953  : — 


No.  ot 
Members. 

Public 

Duty. 

Transport. 

Hospital 
and  Clinic. 

Miscel- 

laneous. 

Hours 

Hours 

Hours 

Hours 

Corps  and  Ambulance 

Divisions  

72 

9081 

7,069 

214 

312 

Nursing  Division  

46 

1,378 

4,748 

2,005 

45 

Student  Nursing 

Division  

16 

1404 

1154 

_ 

Ambulance  & Nursing 
Cadet  Divisions, 
including  proba- 
tioners   

198 

2594 

— 

7604 

— 

332 

2,6864 

11,817 

2,9024 

357 

First  Aid  cases  treated  on  Public  Duty  ......  305 

Medical  Comforts  loaned  805 

N.H.S.R.  Members  ......  - 17 


Miscellaneous  duties  include  Lectures,  etc.,  to  G.L.B.  and  Youth 
Movements,  and  also  training  of  Civil  Defence  personnel. 

Transport  duties  include  Train  Escorts. 

Transport  Duties. 

Six  Ambulances,  two  Sitting  Cars  (one  Mobile  Dressing  Station  for 


Public  Duties). 

Number  of  patients  removed — 

Surrey  County  Council  12,315  Mileage  129,485 

Brigade  74  „ 3,269 

Total  12,389  Mileage  132,754 

Number  of  accidents  and  emergency  cases  1,103 


Nursing  in  the  Home.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
Queen’s  District  Nursing  Association  under  the  Surrey 
County  Council.  The  work  done  by  these  excellent,  highly- 
trained  and  hard-working  nurses  is  as  follows  : — 
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Children  Under  Five  Years  Nursed  by  Queers  Nurses. 

Transferred  to 


No.  of  Cases. 

Visits  Paid. 

Hospital. 

Measles  

5 

30 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

5 

18 

— 

Influenza  

1 

5 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

14 

— 

Other  Diseases  

139 

812 

5 

153 

879 

5 

Children  Over  Five  Years  Nursed  by  Queers 

Nurses. 

Transferred  to 

No.  of  Cases. 

Visits  Paid. 

Hospital. 

Pneumonia  

„ — 

— 

— 

Measles  

1 

9 

— • 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  

1 

5 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

5 

24 

— 

Other  Diseases  

242 

1,236 

6 

249 


1,274 


The  Maternity  Work. 


Midwifery 

admissions  

184 

Maternity 

admissions  

64 

Ante-natal 

admissions  

47 

295 

Midwifery 

cases  

121 

Visits 

2,112 

Maternity 

cases  

12 

yy 

275 

Ante-natal 

— 

yy 

773 

Post-natal 

— 

yy 

47 

General  Work — 

Cases 

2,016 

Visits  38,770 

Number  of  Ante- natal  Sessions 

98 

Number  of  Attendances  

2,639 

13 


Number  of  New  Bookings — 

District  149 

Maternity  Home  299 

Number  of  Municipal  Clinics — 

Ante-  and  Post-natal  Sessions  14 

Ante-  and  Post-natal  Attendances  69 


Maternity  Provision.  Fifty-seven  maternity  beds  are 
provided  at  St.  Luke’s  Plospital.  At  this  Hospital,  the  total 
of  1,053  births  took  place  in  1953,  of  which  360  were  to 
residents  and  693  to  non-residents. 

Mount  Alvernia  Nuring  Home  offers  17  beds,  and  a total 
of  140  births  took  place  there,  of  which  49  were  to  residents 
and  91  to  non-residents. 

At  the  ten  beds  of  the  Jarvis  Home,  there  were  66  births 
to  non-residents  and  185  to  residents. 

Thus,  of  institutional  births,  there  were  1,444  (594  resi- 
dents and  850  non-residents).  This  gives  a percentage  of 
91.22%  of  total  births  (residents  and  non-residents),  and 
82.38%  residents  only. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Clinic  Sessions  were  as 
follows  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare)  : — 

Arundel  House,  Stoke  Road. 

Tuesday  morning,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

North  Road,  Stoughton. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  from  1/1/53. 

Village  Hall,  Merrow. 

Monday  afternoons,  from  1/1/53. 

Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  from  3/12/53. 

Community  Hall,  Foxburrows  Avenue,  Westborough. 

First,  third  and  fifth  Monday  afternoons,  from  1/1/53. 

Monday  afternoons,  from  7/9/53. 

Onslow  Village  Hall. 

First,  third  and  fifth  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Burpham  Village  Hall’. 

Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  afternoons,  from  9/12/53, 
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Tuberculosis — Chest  Clinic.  Sessions  at  the  Chest  Clinic, 
Tower  House,  Epsom  Road,  Guildford,  are  now  : — 


Monday  and  Wednesday  . at  1.30  p.m. 

Friday  at  9.30  a.m. 


The  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  Cooper,  visits  cases  too  ill  to 
attend,  on  request  of  the  Practitioner  in  charge. 

Venereal  Diseases.  The  County  Council  Clinic  was  held 
at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  from  5 to  7 p.m.,  for  males,  and  Mondays,  from  3 to 
7 p.m.,  and  Thursdays,  9.30  to  11  a.m.,  for  females.  Contacts 
are  dealt  with  from  these  Clinics. 

Notification  of  Births.  During  1953,  .363  male  and  358 
female  births  were  notified  to  residents,  a total  of  721,  66 
more  than  in  1952.  There  were  18  stillbirths  (13  in  1952),  11 
male  and  7 female.  In  all,  there  were  in  Guildford  1,572 
births,  721  to  residents  and  851  to  non-residents,  so  that  non- 
residents take  up  most  of  the  beds  in  institutions  and 
necessitate  early  booking  by  residents. 

Of  the  births  notified,  those  of  residents  took  place  at  the 


following  places  : — 

St.  Puke’s  Hospital  360 

Mount  Alvernia  49 

Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  ' 185 

Home  127 


Of  the  births  to  non-residents  in  Guildford,  venues 


were  : — 

St.  Puke’s  Hospital  693 

Mount  Alvernia  91 

Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  66 

Home  »MIM  ••«•••  ••••••  •••••»  ••••••  •••••«  •••••■  ^ 


Hospital  Provision.  The  South  West  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  maintain  two  hospitals  in  Guildford, 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  with  232  beds,  and  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital  with  379  beds. 

Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes.  Of  the  two  registered 
Nursing  Homes  in  Guildford,  one  is  under  the  Hospital 
Board — the  Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses — and  one  is 
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exempt — the  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home.  Mount 
Alvernia  still  remains  liable  to  inspection  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  It  offers  34  general  and  17  maternity  beds, 
and  during  1953  dealt  with  734  general  and  540  maternity 
patients.  Both  these  Homes  were  duly  inspected  during  the 
year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Similar  arrangements  still  persisted  during  1953  for  the 
notification  from  Ottershaw  and  Farnham  Isolation  Hospitals 
of  any  cases  admitted  on  the  previous  day.  By  this  means,  a 
check  is  kept,  not  only  of  notified  cases  (when  notification 
may  be  delayed),  but  also  of  query  cases  sent  in  on  suspicion, 
so  that  immediate  action  for  control  of  spread  of  infection 
may  be  taken.  There  were  501  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  during  1953.  Of  these,  278  were  measles,  84  whooping 
cough,  as  opposed  to  601  measles  and  88  whooping  cough  in 
1952. 

Poliomyelitis.  After  the  explosive  outbreak  of  24  cases 
in  1952,  where  infection  was  found  to  be  spread  by  healthy 
carriers  whose  own  infection  as  carriers  was  heralded  by  an 
attack  of  vomiting  and  where  infection  spread  in  a narrow 
stream,  1953  only  produced  9 cases.  None  of  these  cases 
showed  any  connection  with  each  other.  The  first  case 
occurred  in  July  and  was  a youth  of  16 — he  developed 
paralysis  of  his  legs,  was  admitted  to  hospital  three  days  after 
onset  of  illness,  was  transferred  to  an  orthopaedic  hospital  5 
weeks  later,  and  was  still  receiving  physiotherapy  treatment 
at  the  time  of  writing,  though  he  showed  daily  improvement. 

The  second  case  was  a man  of  21,  who  was  regarded  as 
a non-paralytic  case.  He  was  3 weeks  in  hospital,  having 
been  admitted  suffering  from  severe  headaches,  at  the  end  of 
July. 

The  third  case  was  a girl  of  11,  who  sickened  at  the 
beginning  of  August  with  headache,  and  4 days  later  developed 
pain  in  legs  and  difficulty  in  walking,  later  the  legs  becoming 
paralysed.  She  was  kept  for  a month  in  a general  hospital 
and  thence  transferred  to  an  orthopaedic  hospital,  where  she 
was  treated  for  4 months  and  discharged  still  badly  crippled. 
She  is  a brave  little  girl,  and  is  trying  hard  to  regain  the 
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power  in  her  legs.  She  walks  with  a right  caliper  and  sticks, 
and  is  still  under  out-patient  treatment. 

The  fourth  case  notified  was  a boy  of  13  who,  in 
September,  had  dysphonia,  but  no  other  sign  or  symptom 
except  pyrexia.  His  diagnosis  was  not  definitely  established, 
as  poliomyelitis. 

The  fifth  case  was  a woman  of  29  who,  at  the  end  of 
August,  complained  of  muscular  pains  and  was  feverish.  She 
was  admitted  to  hospital,  but  did  not  develop  paralysis,  and 
remained  a very  doubtful  case. 

At  the  end  of  September,  the  sixth  notification  was 
received.  It  was  a man  of  34,  who  had  a mild  attack  of  non- 
paralytic poliomyelitis. 

The  seventh  case  was  moderately  mild,  though  this  boy 
of  4 had  some  weakness  of  leg  muscles,  and  he  was  treated  in 
an  orthopaedic  hospital  for  a time,  being  discharged  with 
dropped  foot,  for  which  he  received  exercises.  This  case,  too, 
was  in  August. 

The  eighth  case  was  a child  of  9,  who  took  ill  with  head- 
ache on  15/10  followed  by  backache  and  vomiting,  and 
complained  of  a feeling  of  pins  and  needles  in  her  hands  and 
feet.  This  was  followed  by  difficulty  in  swallowing  and 
inability  to  read,  on  17th.  Two  days  later  she  was  worse,  and 
speech  was  affected.  She  was  admitted  to  hospital,  and  was 
immediately  placed  in  a respirator,  all  muscles  being 
paralysed.  She  died  three  days  later. 

The  last  and  ninth  case  was  a man  of  47  who,  in 
November,  complained  of  weakness  of  left  arm  and  was  con- 
sidered to  be  a mild  case  of  poliomyelitis  with  no  sequelae. 

After  the  experience  of  last  year,  it  was  interesting  to 
note  that  reversion  to  unconnected  cases  was  observed. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  62  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
which  was  a further  increase  on  the  56  cases  of  1952.  Again 
the  disease  was  mild.  It  is  made  so  by  the  exhibition  of 
penicillin  or  other  antibiotic.  Thirty-six  cases  were  admitted 
to  hospital,  generally  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  child  and  in 
absence  of  adequate  facilities  for  home  nursing.  Only  in  6 
cases  could  any  contact  with  previous  cases  be  discovered.  It 


17 


seems  quite  satisfactory  for  these  children  to  be  nursed  at 
home.  The  only  difficulty  which  arises  is  the  adequate 
segregation  of  the  case  from  other  children  in  the  home  and 
the  necessity  for  adherence  to  the  quarantine  period  laid 
down  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  owing  to  the  risk  of  re- 
infection when  penicillin  is  stopped. 

Measles.  Only  half  the  notifications  of  last  year  were 
received — 278  as  against  601.  Only  6 cases  were  sent  to 
hospital,  and  again  the  value  of  the  antibiotics  is  very 
apparent  in  the  excellent  prophylaxis  produced  against  the 
development  of  secondary  infections.  It  was  these  secondary 
infections  producing  broncho-pneumonia  and  otitis  media, 
among  other  complications,  which  used  to  prove  so  fatal  to 
the  young  children  of  a few  years  ago.  Now  home  nursing' 
suffices  to  restore  the  child  to  health  in  the  competent  hands 
of  its  doctor. 

Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  occasioned  84  notifica- 
tions, almost  exactly  the  figure  of  last  year  (88).  Only  3 cases 
went  to  hospital,  and  home  nursing  proves  quite  satisfactory 
in  this  disease,  also  as  the  same  remarks  relative  to  medical 
care  apply  as  to  measles.  In  addition,  since  1936,  in  Guildford, 
there  has  been  immunisation  against  whooping  cough 
available.  The  preventive  action  of  this  immunisation  is  well 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  children  attacked  by  the  disease 
have  generally  not  been  immunised  at  all,  and  in  the  few 
children  attacked,  who  have  been  immunised,  that  immunisa- 
tion has  been  carried  out  several  years  ago,  so  that  the 
immunity  thus  artificially  established  has  lapsed.  But  it  is  in 
the  very  young  children  that  whooping  cough  is  most  serious, 
and  if  attack  can  be  postponed  until  a later  age,  the  child  is 
in  much  better  condition  to  cope  with  it  satisfactorily. 

In  1952,  of  88  cases  of  whooping  cough,  only  one  had  been 
immunised  within  twelve  months  of  the  attack.  The  im- 
munity of  the  other  seven  cases  who  had  been  previously 
immunised  had,  therefore,  persisted  for  2 years  in  3 instances, 
and  .3  years  in  the  other  4 cases,  and  had,  therefore,  post- 
poned attack  until  an  age  when  the  child  could  better  cope 
with  it.  Ages  of  children  who  contracted  whooping  cough  in 
1952,  were  : — Under  1,  8;  1 — 2,  15  ; 3 — 4,  14;  5 — 9,  47  and  10 — 
14,  2.  In  1953,  of  84  cases,  2 had  been  immunised  within  12 
months  of  the  attack.  The  immunity  of  the  other  9 cases  who 
had  been  previously  immunised  had,  therefore,  persisted  for 
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2 years  in  4,  3 years  in  2 and  4 years  in  3.  The  ages  of 
children  who  contracted  whooping  cough  in  1953,  were  : — 
Under  1,  3;  1—2,  18;  3—4,  27;  5—9,  33  and  10—14,  1. 

It  is,  therefore,  clear  that  whooping  cough  immunisation 
is  really  effective  in  either  preventing  altogether  or  post- 
poning an  attack. 

In  all,  421  children  were  immunised  against  this  disease 
in  1953,  and  of  these  398  were  under  2 years.  Thirty-two  re- 
inforcing doses  were  given. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during 
the  year.  This  result  is  again  shown  to  be  due  to  the  pre- 
ventive influence  of  immunisation.  It  is  simply  not  true  to  say 
that  the  fall  in  incidence  of  diphtheria  is  due  to  a fall  in 
virulence.  In  fact  the  virulence  has  increased  and  the  case 
fatality  rate  is  now  (1952)  8.5%,  though  there  were  only  376 
notified  cases  in  the  country.  This  rate  is  the  highest  since 
1919,  and  59%  higher  than  that  of  the  worst  year  since  1919. 
These  serious  figures  indicate  the  vital  importance  of  con- 
tinuing to  press  diphtheria  immunisation,  since,  even  if  an 
immunised  child  gets  diphtheria,  which  is  most  unlikely,  the 
risk  of  its  attack  proving  fatal  is  only  1.1%,  as  against  9.9% 
in  the  non-immunised  child.  Of  205,218  children  immunised 
in  1952,  only  3 cases  of  diphtheria  occurred.  These  particulars 
have  been  extracted  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1952.  They 
indicate  the  vital  importance  of  continuing  to  press  immunisa- 
tion on  the  one  hand  and  for  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
the  disease  when  it  occurs  on  the  other  hand. 

During  1953,  in  Guildford,  537  children  received  primary 
immunisation,  and  791  re-inforcing  injections  were  given,  at 
the  ages  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Under  1.  1 yr.  2 yrs.  3 yrs.  4 yrs.  5-9.  10-14.  Total. 

Primary  315  134  9 2 6 68  3 537 

Reinforcing — — — 1 12  650  128  791 

The  next  table  (which  is  that  now  adopted  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health)  gives  up-to-date  details  of  the  present 
immunity  to  diphtheria  among  the  child  population  of 
Guildford.  This  new  return  facilitates  the  calculation  of  the 
proportion  of  children  in  any  age  group  who  have  received 
immunisation  within  the  last  five  years — regardless  of 
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whether  they  were  primary  or  re-inforcing  inoculations.  The 
return  also  shows  details  of  the  number  of  children  who  were 
immunised  between  1939  and  1948,  some  of  whom  will  have 
received  re-inforcing  injections  since  that  time.  These 
figures  show  that  61%  of  children  aged  0 — 4 have  been 
immunised,  and  65%  of  school  children  have  received  inocula- 
tions within  the  last  five  years  : — 


Age  at  31/12/53, 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Under  15 

i.e.,  Born  in  Year 

1953. 

1952-1949. 

1948-1944. 

1943-1939 

Total. 

bast  complete  course 

of  injections  (whe- 
ther primary  or 
booster)  1949-53  

84 

1,872 

2,783 

1,397 

6,136 

1948  or  earlier 

— 

— 

1,807 

2,080 

3,887 

Bearing  in  mind  the  existence,  among  older  children,  ot 
some  residual  protection  from  inoculations  given  more  than 
five  years  previously,  and  the  fact  that  74%  of  the  school 
children  have  received  immunisation  at  some  time  during  their 
life,  these  figures  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Very  little  propaganda  is  required  for  Guildford  parents, 
who  have,  generally  speaking,  every  desire  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  protection  for  their  children.  They  still  recall 
the  time,  not  many  years  ago,  when  diphtheria  took  its  toll 
of  Guildford  children. 

Meningitis.  One  child  was  notified  as  suffering  from  this 
disease,  but  the  nature,  bacteriologically,  was  not  discovered. 
It  was  thought  to  be  tubercular. 

Vaccination.  It  is  still  very  necessary  to  keep  up  infantile 
vaccination.  This  is  now  done  by  persuasion  and  not  by  law. 
The  optimum  age  is  four  months,  and  the  necessity  lies  in  the 
fact  that  at  some  time  in  the  infant’s  life  vaccination  will 
become  essential,  either  on  military  call-up  if  a boy  or  if  going 
abroad  or  in  face  of  smallpox  contact  incidence. 

In  all  these  instances,  infantile  vaccination  will  prevent 
trouble  at  the  later  vaccination,  and  in  case  of  contact  with 
smallpox  will  make  all  the  difference  between  non-immunity 
or  attenuation  or  a severe  attack  of  the  disease. 

The  figures  of  infantile  vaccination  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1952,  were  30.7%  or  206,  131  infants  vaccinated  out 
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of  669,832  births.  In  Guildford,  the  percentage  for  1953  was 
47.8  or  336  out  of  703  births.  This  is  very  satisfactory.  In 
addition,  20  children  aged  from  1 to  4 years  were  vaccinated, 
also  15  of  between  5 and  14,  and  16  of  15  years  and  over; 
giving  a total  of  .387  primary  vaccinations  during  1953.  The 
number  of  persons  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  was  136. 

Malaria.  There  was  one  case  of  malaria  during  the  year 
of  Benign  Tertian  type,  which  the  man  contracted  whilst  on 
service  in  Korea. 

Food  Poisoning.  One  case  of  food  poisoning  in  a woman 
of  78  was  notified.  On  investigation,  this  case  was  found  to 
be  ascribable  to  salmonella  typhimurium,  but  this  organism 
was  not  found  on  examination  of  the  supposed  infective  agent 
(beef  rissoles),  though  two  similarly  affected  cases  arose  who 
had  consumed  rissoles  from  the  same  consignment  and  in 
whom  the  same  organism  was  found.  A second  case  notified 
as  food  poisoning  was  of  a much  more  interesting  nature,  as 
the  source  of  infection  was  most  unusual.  A man  of  34  was 
notified  as  a case  of  food  poisoning  on  12/8/53.  He  had  been 
admitted  to  hospital  on  the  6th.  He  had  consumed  sand- 
wiches made  of  cold  pressed  pork  purchased  the  previous  day 
and  kept  overnight  in  an  unventilated  cupboard.  He  ate  the 
sandwiches  at  1 p.m.  and  at  2.55  p.m.  both  he  and  a friend  to 
whom  he  gave  a sandwich  were  violently  ill  with  vomiting 
and  stomach  pains  followed  by  diarrhoea.  They  were 
admitted  to  hospital,  detained  until  the  10th,  and  then  sent 
home  as  fit.  The  notification  was,  therefore,  not  received 
until  two  days  after  the  patients  had  recovered.  A report 
was,  however,  obtained  from  the  hospital  laboratory  that 
these  cases  had  been  found  to  be  infected  by  staphylococcus 
aureus  whose  toxin  had  caused  their  condition.  No  uncon- 
sumed portion  of  the  pork  was  available  after  the  lapse  of 
time,  but  samples  were  taken  from  the  pressed  pork  on  sale 
at  the  butcher  from  whom  the  original  purchase  had  been 
made.  These  samples  were  reported  as  contaminated  by 
staphylococcus  aureus.  Swabs  were  then  taken  from  the 
butcher  who  had  handled  the  pork,  and  staphylococcus  aureus 
was  recovered  from  his  throat  and  hands.  It  required  weeks 
of  treatment  of  this  man’s  hands  before  the  backs  of  the  hands 
were  free  from  infection.  Meanwhile,  he  was  precluded  from 
handling  meat.  The  organism  was  of  a similar  type  in  each 
case,  so  that  the  origin  and  nature  of,  contamination  of  the 
meat  was  completely  clear. 
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This  is  the  first  time  I have  met  with  a food  poisoning 
infection  derived  from  the  hands  of  a butcher  in  the  absence 
of  any  lesion  of  the  skin. 

Though  not  officially  notified  as  such,  sixteen  cases  ol 
food  poisoning  were  reported  amongst  teachers  and  children 
of  a local  school.  After  thorough  investigation,  particulars  ol 
a school  meal  consumed  on  the  previous  day  were  obtained, 
and  one  particular  item  consisted  of  home-made  salad 
dressing  prepared  from  dried  milk  mixed  with  cold  water,  plus 
vinegar.  This  was  served  separately  to  those  who  wanted  it 
Samples  of  ingredients  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  including  the  scrapings  of  milk  powder  from  an 
empty  container.  This  last  item  was  found  to  contain  a 
moderate  growth  of  staphylococcus  aureus  coagulase-positive, 
which,  as  events  subsequently  proved,  was  the  cause  of  the 
trouble.  In  this  instance,  the  dried  milk  had  not  been  heat 
treated  when  reconstituted,  and,  therefore,  the  organisms 
contained  in  the  powder  were  not  destroyed.  Instructions 
were  immediately  given  to  sterilise  all  milk  produced  from 
the  milk  powder,  and  subsequently,  all  stocks  were  withdrawn 
when  it  was  discovered  that  similar  outbreaks  had  occurred 
over  a wide  area,  due  to  this  contaminated  product.  This 
outbreak  emphasises  the  need  for  extreme  care  in  preparing 
foods  from  dried  products,  and,  particularly,  the  thorough 
heat  treatment,  where  possible,  of  the  reconstituted  article. 

Tuberculosis.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  Guildford 
remains  satisfactorily  low.  In  1952,  only  9 males  and  14 
females  were  notified  as  cases  of  pulmonary  infection  with  5 
males  and  2 females  with  non-pulmonary  infection.  In  1953, 
21  males  and  6 females  were  notified  as  pulmonary  cases  with 
1 male  and  4 females  with  non-pulmonary  disease.  Deaths 
were  in  1952  : — Seven  male  and  3 female,  and  1953,  7 male 
and  3 female  due  to  pulmonary  infection.  During  1953,  50 
cases  were  added  and  43  removed  from  the  register.  The 
number  of  pulmonary  cases  remaining  on  register  were  : — In 
1952,  195  male  and  132  female;  in  1953,  198  male  and  136  fe- 
male. Of  non-pulmonary  cases  in  1952,  there  were  37  male 
and  46  female  on  register,  and  in  1953,  35  male  and  48  female. 
Numbers,  therefore,  are  seen  to  be  remarkably  constant. 

The  housing  of  the  tuberculous  is  always  most  carefully 
watched  and  every  effort  made  to  ensure  adequate  segregation 
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of  the  infectious  patient.  In  only  one  case  was  real  over- 
crowding found,  and  this  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible 
by  re-housing.  It  is  by  no  means  easy  for  the  Housing  Com- 
mittee to  re-house  these  persons  in  houses  for  which  they  can 
afford  the  rent.  It  is  true  that  the  Public  Assistance  Board 
will  pay  rent,  but  it  does  not  seem  right  that  they  should  be 
asked  to  pay  a rent  of  27/6d.  or  32/6d.  per  week,  when  a 
subsidy  of  12/6d.  or  so  is  being  already  paid  by  the  Local 
Authority.  Cheaper  accommodation  in  older  property  is 
sought  and  allocated  as  soon  as  available. 

In  15  cases  where  accommodation  for  separate  bedroom 
was  available,  it  was  not  made  use  of,  as  husband  and  wife 
would  not  separate.  Altogether,  24  patients  could  have  used 
separate  bedrooms  had  they  so  desired. 

In  all  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  milk  samples 
proved  non-tubercular.  As  all  Guildford  milk  is  pasteurised, 
this  was  to  be  expected. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Guildford  in  1953, 
and  booked  their  accommodation  for  two  weeks  longer  than 
in  1952. 

Unfortunately,  the  increased  numbers  it  was  thought 
would  avail  themselves  of  this  provision  did  not  materialise, 
and  in  1953,  the  figures  shown  in  the  table  indicate  the 


attendance  and  results  of  the  X-ray. 

Males.  Females. 

Total  number  X-rayed  ......  2,148  3,517 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  active  4 2 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  inactive  .. 67  98 

Non-tuberculous  abnormalities  74  93 

Cases  requiring  further  investigation  3 

Failed  to  attend  for  large  films  1 1 


In  1952,  2,747  males  and  4,441  females  attended,  so  the 
drop  is  marked  and  its  cause  is  not  clear,  except  that  it  may 
be  that  so  many  attended  in  1952  there  were  fewer  to  attend 
the  following  year.  The  numbers  found  actively  infected 
were  very  small  and  this  indicates,  with  the  low  notification 
figures,  the  low  incidence  of  the  disease  in  Guildford.  Last 

o 7 

year,  Guildford  had  the  lowest  rate  in  the  County. 
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After-care  of  the  tuberculous  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Guildford  Borough  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee, 
which  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Standing  Conference  of 
Tuberculosis  Care  Committees.  The  sole  source  of  revenue 
available  to  this  Committee  is  the  Christmas  Seal  Sale,  and  in 
1953  a sum  of  £113  8s.  4d.  was  obtained.  This  was  an 
excellent  result  and,  though  not  the  highest  total  yet  attained, 
is  a good  second.  It  is  most  useful  to  supplement  grants  from 
Public  Assistance  and  to  supply  extras  not  allowable  on  Public 
Assistance.  These  are  extra  clothing,  fares  for  visiting 
tubercular  patients  in  hospital,  extra  food  or  milk,  bedding, 
blankets  and  a grant  towards  an  annual  holiday  for  children 
of  tubercular  parents,  so  often  themselves  affected,  though 
not  always  clinically.  These  grants  do  help  to  relieve  the 
anxiety  of  the  tubercular  father  for  his  family  and  the  lot  of 
that  family  themselves. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1953. 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 


Disease.  notified.  to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  62  36 

Diphtheria  — — 

Pneumonia  20  7 

Dysentry  (Sonne)  — — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  9 9 

Acute  Encephalomyelitis  ......  — — 

Measles  278  6 

Whooping  Cough  84  3 

Erysipelas  5 1 

Meningitis  1 1 

Enteric  .. — — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  33  31 

Chickenpox  6 4 

Malaria  (believed  to  be  contracted  abroad)  1 1 

Food  Poisoning  2 1 


Totals  501  100 
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Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups. 
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Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

10 

43 

4 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

— 

1 

— 

3 

- — 

1 

2 

7 

6 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Encephalomyelitis 

Measles 

9 

63 

89 

103 

4 

7 

3 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

18 

27 

33 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

22 

— 

— 

Chickenpox  

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  (believed  con- 
tracted abroad)  











1 



. 

Meningitis  

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

Totals  

12 

84 

129 

188 

13 

25 

35 

8 

7 

Tuberculosis  : New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


Age 

periods. 

0—1 
1—5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45 — 55 
55—65 
65  & over 


New  Cases. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths. 


Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 


Non- 

pulmonary. 
M.  F. 


1*  — 

2 1 

4 _ 

2 


Totals  21  6 14  7 3 


* Death  by  drowning 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


for  1953 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  Guildford,  Godaiming  and  District  Water  Board  was 
formed  on  1st  October,  1952,  by  the  merging  of  the  Guildford, 
Godaiming,  Cranleigh,  Hurtwood,  St.  Martha’s  and  Shere 
Undertakings. 


The  Undertaking  thus  formed  is  approximately  140  square 
miles  in  extent,  containing  a population  of  about  102,000 
persons. 


The  water  supply  for  Guildford  Borough  is  derived  from 
deep  bore-holes  in  the  chalk.  The  pumping  stations  are 
situate  as  follows  : — 

1.  Josephs  Road  Pumping  Station  (3  bore-holes). 

2.  Millmead  Pumping  Station  (2  bore-holes). 

3.  Dapdune  Pumping  Station  (1  bore-hole). 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  the  total 
consumption  of  water  in  the  Guildford  water  area  was 
1,046,970,000  gallons,  an  average  of  2,868,410  gallons  per  day. 
The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  in  the 
Borough  water  area  was  55.04  gallons,  domestic  consumption 
being  41.28  gallons,  the  remaining  13.76  gallons  being  used  for 
industrial  and  other  purposes. 

Extensions  to  water  mains  in  the  Borough  totalling 
approximately  0.43  miles  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

WATER  SAMPLING. 

During  the  year  36  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken 
for  chemical  analysis  and  44  samples  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  from  the  undermentioned  sources  (these 
samples  are  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  are 
additional  to  the  routine  samples  taken  by  the  Water 
Board)  : — 
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Chemical  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Ladymead  Pumping  Station  12  — 12 

Millmead  Pumping  Station  11  — 12 

Dapdune  Pumping  Station  13  — 12 

Private  Premises  : — 

Mains  Supplies  — — 2 

Deep  Wells  — • — 6 


36  — 44 


Dapdune  Pumping  Station. 

Observations  are  still  being  kept  on  the  free  ammonia 
content  of  the  water  supply  from  the  Dapdune  Pumping 
Station,  which  varied  between  nil  to  2.0  p.p.m.  (average 
content  1.11  p.p.m.). 


All  necessary  works  of  improvement  to  drainage  and 
storage  of  gas  liquors  at  the  Gas  Works  have  been  completed 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  already  been  a reduction  in 
the  average  free  ammonia  content  from  1.61  in  1952  to  1.11  in 
1953.  The  Analyst  reported  also  that  tar  acids  and  thio- 
cyanates were  not  present  in  detectable  amounts,  and  the 
water  was  considered  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  two  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  Guildford: — 

(1)  Castle  Street  Baths,  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Eleven 
slipper  baths  also  available  at  these  premises. 

(2)  Guildford  Lido  Open-air  Swimming  Pool,  owned  by  the 
Corporation. 

There  are  also  two  children's  paddling  pools,  one  at  Stoke 
Park  and  one  at  Guildford  Lido. 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  swimming  bath 
waters  were  submitted  for  examination : — 
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Chemical  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory 

Castle  Street  Baths  ... 

8 — 

11  — 

bido  Swimming  Pool 

1 — 

o — 

Paddling  Pool,  Stoke 

Park  — — 

— — 

bido  Paddling  Pool, 
Park  

Stoke 

2 1 

In  the  case  of  the  Lido  Paddling  Pool,  the  water  is  now 
subjected  to  the  “ break  point  ” chlorination  system  employed 
in  respect  of  the  main  swimming  pool. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewers.  During  the  year,  the  sewers  for  the  second 
section  of  the  Park  Barn  Housing  Estate  were  completed  for 
550  houses.  Two  minor  extensions  of  existing  sewers  were 
also  made  in  East  Shalford  Lane  (5  houses)  and  Lansdown/ 
Epsom  Road  (3  houses). 

Drainage.  'Pests  were  applied  to  98  old  drains  and  24  new 
drains;  19  existing  drains  were  reconstructed  and  47  choked 
drains  freed  from  obstruction. 

Cesspools.  The  number  of  cesspools  and  private  disposal 
plants  remaining  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December, 
1953,  was  144.  Three  new  cesspools  were  constructed  during 
the  year,  but  two  sewerage  schemes  have  been  completed 
taking  drainage  from  11  properties  previously  served  by 
cesspools. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  means  of  mechanical  plant  at 
regular  intervals  or  on  request. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  — REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  chiefly  by  incineration 
and  the  remainder  by  controlled  tipping. 

From  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  the 
weight  of  house  and  trade  refuse  disposed  of  during  the  year 
was  11,567  tons.  The  period  of  time  elapsing  between  collec- 
tions of  domestic  refuse  varied  from  seven  to  ten  days,  and 
the  service  was  generally  well  maintained. 

During  the  year  97  dustbins  were  found  to  be  defective 
and  were  replaced  in  all  instances. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  Made. 

Number  of — 

Complaints  investigated  (excluding  rats  and  mice)  231 

Nuisances  found  471 

No  nuisances  found  66 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (first  visits)  95 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (sub-visits)  217 

Visits  re  Preliminary  Housing  Survey  10,421 

Inspections  of  Requisitioned  Properties  120 

Inspections  re  Prospective  Council  House  Tenancies  148 

Visits  to  Properties  under  Notice  1,392 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  etc 69 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  80 

Enquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases  137 

Inspections  re  Verminous  Premises  29 

Investigations  re  Overcrowding  22 

New  Drains  Tested  24 

Old  Drains  Tested  98 

Visits  re  Cesspools  17 

Visits  re  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc 66 

Visits  to  Schools  25 

Visits  to  Places  of  Public  Entertainment  29 

Visits  to  Factories  1,026 

Visits  to  Factories,  no  mechanical  power  57 

Visits  to  Workplaces,  including  Offices  2,016 

Visits  to  Outworkers  2 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  *501 

Visits  to  Cattle  Market  130 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  67 

Visits  to  Fishmongers’  Shops  83 

Visits  to  Other  Food  Shops,  Market  Stalls,  etc 858 

Visits  to  Cooked  Food  Premises  31 

Visits  to  Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc 352 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  85 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  308 

Ice  Cream  Samples  Obtained  291 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Ill 

Bacteriological  Milk  Samples  Obtained  404 

Bacteriological  Rinses,  Churns,  Coolers,  Bottles,  etc 126 

Bacteriological  Swabs  taken  from  washed  utensils,  etc 49 

Bacteriological  Water  Samples  Obtained  44 

Bacteriological  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  17 

Chemical  Samples  of  Water  36 

Chemical  Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  9 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades  67 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  4 

Visits  re  Keeping  of  Animals,  including  Pet  Animals  Act, 

1951  _ 103 

Visits  to  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  (first  visits)  377 

Visits  to  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  (sub-visits)  2,018 

Visits  to  Public  Conveniences  91 

* Including  visits  of  Resident  Meat  Inspector, 
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Number  of — continued. 


Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  41 

Visits  re  Rivers  Pollution  2 

Smoke  Nuisances - 13 

Visits  re  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  290 

Visits  re  Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38  9 

Visits  re  Rag  Flock  Act,  1951  ••  1 

Visits  re  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  516 

Miscellaneous  Visits  1,069 

Interviews  - 414 


Particulars  of  Notices  Served  and  Work  Done. 
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Choked  Drains,  Soil  Water  

6 

23 

— 

i 

28 

1 

Choked  Drains,  Surface  Water 
Drains,  re  Reconstruction — 

— 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

Soil  Water  

7 

10 

— 

— 

17 

— 

Surface  Water 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  

1 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

Defective  Ventilation  Shafts  

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Defective  Manhole  Covers  

— 

5 

— 

— 

8 

— 

RAV.P’s.  requiring  disconnecting  

Closets  converted  to  Water  Carriage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

System  

New  W.C’s.  to  be  provided  

— 

4 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Pans  and  Traps  of  W.C’s. 
Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  or  Flush 

— 

9 

— 

3 

9 

— 

Pipes  

2 

21 

— 

4 

23 

— 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  (Baths,  Lava- 

torv  or  Sinks)  ......  

2 

8 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Defective  Sink  Waste  Channels  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Absence  of  Sinks  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  Sinks  

— 

7 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Defective  Pointing  around  Sinks  

Defective  Eavesgutters  or  Rain- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

water  Pipes  

12 

45 

— 

7 

55 

2 

Defective  Cesspool  or  Cesspools  to 

be  Abolished  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  House  Gullies  

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Stagnant  Water  

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  

1 

7 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Verminous  Rooms  

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

72 

Overcrowding  

Insufficient  or  Defective  Water 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Supplv  

1 

4 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Defective  Dustbins  

3 

88 

— 

2 

85 

2 

Absence  of  Dustbins  

3 

3 

— 

2 

10 

— 
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Defective  Yard  Paving  

Rooms  requiring  Decoration  

W.C’s.  requiring  Cleansing  

Defective  Chimney  Flues  

Damp  Walls  due  to  external  defects 
Damp  Walls  due  to  defective  damp 

course  

Defective  Fireplaces  or  Stoves 

Defective  Coppers  

Defective  Ventilation  

Defective  Sub-floor  Ventilation 
Defective  Windows  and  Doors 
Defective  Roofs 

Defective  Brickwork  or  Pointing  

Defective  Floors  

Defective  Plastering  

Defective  Stairs  

Absence  of  FTandrails  to  Stairs 
Defective  Gas  Services  or  Fittings 
Absence  of  or  Insufficient  Accom- 
modation for  Food  Storage 
Absence  of  Name  and  Address  of 
Owner  or  M.O.H.  from  Rent 

Book  or  Permitted  Number  

Matters  unscheduled  


Work  to  be 
by  arrangem 

Preliminary 
Notices  serv 

Warning 
letters  sent. 

Statutory 
Notices  servi 

Q . 

E 2 
o u 
o c 

M j* 

o ° 

£ j? 

— 

4 

— 

1 

4 

12 

15 

— 

1 

27 

4 

8 





12 

1 

11 

— 

— 

12 

. 

22 

, 

1 

22 

4 

15 

3 

1 

— 

4 

19 

1 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Z 

56 



7 

Z 

61 

2 

80 

— 

6 

78 

— 

42 

— 

2 

32 

— 

26 

— 

1 

23 

— 

46 

6 

— 

5 

38 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

4 

— 

18 

— 

5 

18 

Factories,  Factories  (N.M.P.)  & 

Workplaces — 


Unregistered  — 1 

Overcrowded  — — 

Without  Abstract  or  Blue  Book  3 9 


Absence  of  Thermometers  in  Work- 
rooms   

Absence  of  Means  of  Heating  in 

Workrooms  

Absence  of  Suitable  Washing  Facili- 
ties in  Workrooms  

Absence  of  Facilities  for  taking 

Meals  in  Factories  

Requiring  Lime  Washing  or 


Cleansing  2 4 

Requiring  Drains  or  Drains  Altering  — 2 

Insufficient  Ventilation  — — 

Insufficient  Water  Supply  — — 

Sanitary  Accommodation — • 

Insufficient  1 5 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  3 44 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  — — 

Artificial  Lighting  6 6 


1 

6 


6 


3 
41 

4 


1 

6 

8 

3 

3 


Work  done  by 
Council  in  default 
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Having  Improper  Accommodation 

for  Storing  Refuse  — 

Offensive  Accumulations  — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 

Bakehouses  — 

Failing  to  Return  Fists  of  Out- 
workers   — 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises  — 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises  — 

New  W.C’s.  erected  — 

Emissions  of  Smoke  — 

General  Dilapidations  — 

Infestation  by  Rats  and  Mice  — 

Contravention  of — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  — 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

Regulations  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 

Section  13  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 

Other  Matters  — 

Byelaws  relating  to  Handling 

and  Wrapping  of  Food  4 


•o 
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88 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES. 


Number  of  Legal  Notices  issued  for  Abatement  or  Abolition 

of  Nuisances. 


Statutory  Notices  outstanding  31/12/52  

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39  

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45  

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  47  

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  56  

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75  

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 

Guildford  Corporation  Act,  1926,  Section  100  

Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38  

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  Section  4 


Served 

6 

7 
5 

4 

1 

5 

12 

8 
4 
2 
2 


Complied 

With 

6 

6 

3 

1 

5 

9 

7 

4 
1 
2 


Totals  56  44 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


During  the  year,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the 
following  cases : — 


Date  Case 

Heard.  Act. 


Address  of  Offence  and 

Premises.  Result  of  Prosecution. 


1.  19/1/53.  Slaughter 

of 

Guildford 

Animals 

Act, 

Abattoir, 

1933. 

Woodlands 

Road. 

Slaughtering  of  sheep 
in  the  presence  of  other 
live  animals.  Fined  £2. 


2.  9/2/53. 


Regulation  of 
Movement  of 
Swine  Order, 
1950. 


Cattle  Market. 


False  declarations  to  ob- 
tain movement  licences 
for  pigs.  Five  sum- 
monses. Fined  total  of 
£25. 


3.  20/4/53.  Public  Health  58,  Denzil 

Act,  1936,  Sec-  Road, 
tion  93. 


Failure  to  comply  with 
notice  requiring  abate- 
ment of  nuisance. 
Abatement  Order  made. 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs. 


4.  13/7/53. 


Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations, 
1949.  Food  & 
Drugs  Act, 
1938,  Section 
9. 


Delivery  to  Bottle  of  milk  con- 
14,  Sheepfold  taining  mouse  droppings. 
Road.  Dirty  condition  of  milk 

bottle.  Fined  £20. 


5.  6/7/53.  Food  & Drugs  171,  High 

Act,  1938,  Sec-  Street, 
tion  13,  3 

charges. 

Section  9,  1 

charge. 

Byelaws  re- 
lating to  Food 
Handling. 


Conditions  in  bakehouse. 
Fined  £20. 


Sale  of  cake  containing 
piece  of  wire.  Fined 
£15. 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice 
re  washing  of  hands. 
Fined  £1. 


6.  24/8/53.  Public  Health  Vehicle  in 

Act,  1936,  Sec-  Shepherds 

tion  154.  Hill. 


Article  exchanged  for 
rags  and  given  to  a child 
under  14  years.  De- 
fendant found  guilty, 
but  conditionally  dis- 
charged. 


7.  21/9/53. 


Food  & Drugs 
Act,  1938,  Sec- 
tion 9. 


Guildford 
Co-operative 
Society,  Ltd., 
Havdon  Place. 


Loaf  of  bread  exten- 
sively affected  by  mould. 
Retailers  fined  £10. 


8.  21/9/53. 


Food  & Drugs  Bakery,  Hav- 
Act,  1938,  Sec-  don  Place, 
tion  9, 


Loaf  of  bread  con- 
taining razor  blade. 
Bakery  fined  £25. 
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DISINFECTIONS. 

Steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is  still  carried 
out  at  the  Council’s  disinfection  plant,  by  arrangement,  for 
the  districts  of  Guildford  Rural  District  Council,  Hambledon 
Rural  District  Council,  Godaiming  Borough  Council,  and 
Parnham  Joint  Hospital  Board,  in  addition  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Borough  of  Guildford.  Bedding  from  harvest 
camps  in  the  area  is  also  steam  disinfected  by  arrangement 


with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  (within 

the  Borough)  139 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  o.ther  than  infectious  disease  87 

Number  of  cases  where  bedding,  etc.,  was  steam  disinfected  : — 

From  premises  within  the  Borough  79 

From  premises  out  of  the  Borough  108 


Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam. 


Premises  within 

Premises  outside 

the  Borough. 

the  Borough. 

Private 

Harvest 

Private 

Houses. 

Camps,  etc. 

Houses. 

Total. 

Mattresses  

107 

— 

118 

225 

Blankets  

229 

8,342 

233 

8,804 

Pillows 

213 

— 

97 

310 

Sundries 

220 

— 

321 

541 

Totals 

769 

8,342 

769 

9,880 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  76  complaints  of  verminous  premises 
were  received.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
premises  found  to  be  infested  and  the  reasons  for  disinfesta- 
tion : — 

Number  of  Number  of 


Reasons  for  Disinfestation.  Premises.  Rooms. 

Bugs  5 7 

Fleas  14  64 

Flies  1 1 

Wasps  44  44 

Ants  6 7 

Wood  Worm  2 4 

Bice  2 2 

Others  2 2 


Totals  76  131 
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In  cases  where  families  are  moved  to  Council  houses  or 
requisitioned  accommodation  within  the  Borough,  an  inspec- 
tion is  made  of  all  furniture  and  bedding  to  be  removed,  and 
of  the  premises  to  which  the  family  is  moving.  Any  infesta- 
tions by  vermin  thus  found  are  dealt  with  before  removal 
takes  place. 

In  a number  of  instances  precautionary  spraying  with  an 
insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  is  carried  out  where  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  doubtful. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property. 

All  other 
(including 

Local  Dwelling  Agri-  Business  and 


Authority. 

Houses. 

culture. 

Industrial). 

Total 

1.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  bocal  Authority’s  District 

316 

13,625 

31 

1,662 

15,634 

2.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected by  the  Local  Authority 
during  1953  as  a result  of  : — 

(a)  notification  

5 

310 

1 

16 

333 

(b)  survey  under  the  pre- 
vention of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949  

124 

1 

125 

(c)  otherwise,  e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose  

8 

1,261 

2 

598 

1,869 

3.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected (under  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be  in- 
fested by  rats  : — 

Major  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Minor  

2 

354 

— 

24 

380 

4.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected (see  Section  2)  which 
were  found  to  be  slightly 
infested  by  mice  

1 

73 

45 

119 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro- 

perties (see  Sections  3 and  4) 
treated  by  the  Local 

Authoritv  

4 

476 

88 

568 
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Type  of  Property. 

All  other 
(including 

Local  Dwelling  Agri-  Business  and 
Authority  Houses,  culture.  Industrial).  Total. 

6.  Number  of  notices  served 


under  Section  4 : — 

(1)  Treatment  — — 1 1 

(2)  Structural  works  (i.e., 

Proofing)  — — — 2 2 


7.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority  following 
the  issue  of  a notice  under 


Section  4 — - — — 1 1 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  — — — — — 

9.  Number  of  “ block  ” control 

schemes  carried  out  164  — — — — 164 


Summary  of  Visits  to  Premises  by  Rodent  Operators. 

Business  Dwelling 


Premises.  Houses.  Ioiai 

First  Visits  15  362  377 

Subsequent  Visits  1,852  1,166  3,018 


Two  whole-time  operators  were  employed  for  part  of  the 
year,  but  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Powell,  there  was  a 
period  of  several  months  when  there  was  only  one  full-time 
and  one  part-time  Operator.  The  duties  of  Disinfectors  and 
Rodent  Operators  have  now  been  combined  and  new  vans 
have  been  provided  for  the  two  men  now  holding  the  combined 
posts. 

The  majority  of  new  infestations  reported  were  of  a 
minor  character,  and  treatments  carried  out  by  methods  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Infesta- 
tion Control  Division)  were  highly  successful. 

Systematic  Treatment  of  Sewers.  During  the  period 
21st  to  23rd  July,  1953,  ten  per  cent,  of  the  Council’s  sewer 
manholes  in  the  Town  Centre  were  test  baited,  and  from  the 
26th  to  29th  January,  1954,  a maintenance  treatment  was 
carried  out.  In  only  one  case  was  an  infestation  found,  which 
was  of  a minor  character.  Treatment  of  sewers  in  conjunc- 
tion with  block  controls  are  now  carried  out  and  maintenance 
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sewer  treatments  are  restricted  to  the  centre  of  the  town. 
It  would  appear  that  an  annual  check  of  manholes  in  the  Town 
Centre  would  suffice  to  ensure  that  freedom  from  infestation 
is  being  maintained. 

Banks  of  the  River  Wey,  Treatment  is  also  carried  out 
periodically  along  the  banks  of  the  River  Wey  which  lie 
within  the  Borough.  All  holes  are  treated  with  cyanide  gas 
and  are  afterwards  filled  up.  No  serious  infestation  of 
premises  adjacent  to  the  river  banks  were  found  during  the 
year. 


The  present  position  with  regard  to  insect,  vermin  and 
rodent  control  in  Guildford  to-day  is  extremely  satisfactory, 
and  this  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  excellent  work  carried  out 
by  Operators  in  the  past,  the  availability  of  better  control 
methods,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  close  co- 
operation of  occupiers  of  business  and  private  premises. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

FACTORIES,  FACTORIES  (NO  MECHANICAL  POWER) 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of  Number  of 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Notices 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Focal  Auth- 

Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

orities  

49 

57 

4 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies  : — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Focal 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order, 

1938  

200 

525 

47 

(b)  Others  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  

24 

2,016 

3 



Totals 

273 

2,598 

54 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found : — 


Want  of  Cleanliness  

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  Temperature  

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  :• — 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  home- 
work)   


Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector. 

49 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

_ 

2 

47 

41 

— 

2 





— 

— 

Totals  113  101  — 6 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Miek  Purveyors  Within  the  Borough — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  Registered  with  Ministry 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  

Number  of  Focal  Producers  of  : — ■ 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  

Accredited  Milk  

Ungraded  Milk  

Number  of  Producer-Retailers  

Number  of  Producer-Wholesalers 

Number  of  Wholesaler-Retailers  

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949 

The  following  is  a summary  of  designated  milk  licences 


granted  in  1953 : — 

Raw  Miek — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled) — 

Supplementary  Licence  1 

Dealers’  Licence  5 

Heat  Treated  Miek — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  and  Pasteurised  Milk — 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  2 

Dealers’  Licences  10 

Supplementary  Licence  1 

SterieisEd  Miek— 

Supplementary  Licence  1 

Dealers’  Licences  11 


Premises 
on  Register 
Dec.  31st,  1953. 


of 

14 

10 

2 

2 

1 

13 

2 


Bacteriological  Examination,  of  Milk — Analysis  of  Results,  1953. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Churn  and  Other  Rinses. 

In  conjunction  with  the  investigation  of  unsatisfactory- 
bacteriological  samples  of  milk  and  the  routine  inspection  of 
dairies,  126  churn  and  bottle  rinses  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  with  results  as  shown  hereunder: — 


Bacteria  Count  per  Vessel. 

Rinses  Less  than  50,000  to  250.000 

Type  of  Rinse.  Submitted.  50,000.  250,000.  and  over. 

Churns  24  21  3 — 

Less  than  600  . 600  to  2,000.  Over  2,000 

Bottles  102  87  9 6 


Totals  126  108  12  6 


In  all  cases  where  bacterial  counts  of  over  50,000  and 
2,000  were  obtained  for  churns  and  bottles  respectively, 
methods  of  sterilisation  of  utensils  were  investigated  and 
repeat  samples  taken. 

The  interpretation  of  results  of  churn  rinses  is  in 
accordance  with  that  adopted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme. 

MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

During  the  year  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream 
was  continued  on  an  increasing  scale. 

There  are  now  three  registered  manufacturers  of  ice 
cream  in  the  Borough  and  129  retailers.  The  local  manu- 
facturers of  ice  cream  do  so  on  a small  scale,  one  of  whom 
uses  the  “ cold  mix  ” method.  The  results  from  this  source 
have  been  intermittently  poor  and  he  has  since  given  up 
manufacture. 

Retailers  of  ice  cream  from  local  shop  premises  have  also 
made  satisfactory  provisions  in  accordance  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  and  any  unsatisfactory 
conditions  found  have  been  remedied. 

Ice  cream  premises  were  kept  under  close  supervision 
during  the  year,  308  inspections  being  made  and  274  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  ice  cream  samples : — 


Methylene  Blue  Test  (number  of  samples  submitted, 
274) : — 

Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 

(4i2hrs.  +)  (2i2 — 4 hrs.)  (i2— 2 hrs.)  (0— i2  hr.> 


231  30  13 

(84.31%)  (10.95%)  (4.02%) 


Bacillus  Coli  (number  of  samples  submitted,  195) 


Absent. 

150 

(76.92%) 


Present  in  1 / 10th  ml. 


45 

(Faecal  coli  present  in  7 samples) 


(23.08%) 


The  above  results  show  a further  improvement  on  the 
previous  year’s  figures.  In  regard  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test,  95.26%  of  the  samples  submitted  in  1953  fell  within 
Provisional  Grades  I and  II,  as  compared  with  93.69%  in  1952. 
23.08%  of  the  samples  in  1953  were  reported  to  contain  B.Coli 
as  against  40.54%  in  the  previous  year. 

“ Ice  Lollies  ” were  also  manufactured  and  17  samples 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  reported  to 
be  satisfactory. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  OTHER 

FOODS. 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  56  samples 
of  “ susceptible  ” foods  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  which  may  be  summarised  as  follows : — 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Synthetic  Cream  and  Fillings 

Fresh  Cream  

Marshmallow  

Sausages  and  Cooked  Meats 

Cream  Cakes  

Sponge  Pudding  


12  1 — Faecal  coli  present. 

1 — Staph.  aureus  and  non- 
faecal  coli  present. 

5 — 

1 — 

5 1 — Staph.  aureus  present 

(see  report  on  cases  of 
food  poisoning  in 
Appendix). 

9 *7 — Staph,  aureus  present. 

*11— Faecal  coli  isolated. 

1 — 
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Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Dried  Milk  Powder  1 1 — Staph.  aureus  present 

(see  report  on  cases  of 
food  poisoning  in 
Appendix). 

* With  regard  to  the  presence  of  Staph,  aureus  and  faecal  coli  in  cream  cakes,  these  were 
mainly  obtained  from  one  source,  on  delivery  %o  local  retailers.  The  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  local  authority  for  the  area  jn  which  the  cakes  were  prepared,  and  no  satisfactory 
conclusion  was  reached.  Fortunately,  the  local  retailers  concerned  ceased  to  obtain  supplies 

from  this  source. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WASHED 
CROCKERY,  UTENSILS,  ETC. 

Forty-nine  series  of  swabs  from  washed  crockery  and 
utensils  in  catering  establishments  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  may  be  summarised 


as  follows : — 

Very  Good  33 

Good  5 

Fair  8 

Bad  3 


This  is  a great  improvement  on  the  results  of  previous 
years  and  members  of  the  Catering  Trade  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  their  efforts.  Results  are  regarded  as  satisfactory 
where  there  is  a bacterial  count  of  100  per  utensil  and  an 
absence  of  B.Coli  and  pathogenic  organisms,  but  in  many 
instances  bacterial  counts  have  been  considerably  less  than 
100  per  utensil. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  PUBLIC  HOUSES  AND 
OTHER  LICENSED  PREMISES. 

During  the  year,  69  inspections  were  made  concerning 
the  sanitary  condition  of  licensed  premises  in  the  Borough. 

The  improvement  noted  in  recent  years  in  connection 
with  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  premises  was  maintained. 
All  licensed  premises  within  the  Borough  are  now  adequately 
provided  with  facilities  for  washing  of  glasses,  etc.,  and 
sanitary  accommodation  for  customers. 
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GUILDFORD  EXPERIMENTAL  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

Meat  Inspection. 

A detailed  report  on  the  working  of  the  Guildford  Experi- 
mental Abattoir  appeared  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1952. 
This  slaughterhouse  continued  to  operate  throughout  the 
year  under  the  Management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  the 
Council  continued  to  supply  the  meat  inspection  service  on 
the  same  basis  as  before. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year  at  the  Guildford 
Experimental  Slaughterhouse : — 


Cattle 

exc. 

Cows. 

Number  killed  12,274 

Number  inspected  12,274 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   3,758 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   30.64 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  24 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   851 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
Tuberculosis  7.13 


Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

1,388 

1,510 

18,281 

5,538 

38,991 

1,388 

1,510 

18,281 

5,538 

38,991 

7 

27 

18 

58 

115 

572 

30 

3,018 

1,793 

9,171 

41.72 

3.77  16.61 

33.42 

23.82 

20 

4 — 

16 

64 

279 

2 

142 

1,264 

21.54 

.39 

2.85 

3.41 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  on  the  register  on  31st 
December,  1953,  was  35. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by 
10.7% — a total  of  38,991,  as  against  35,221  in  1952.  The 
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number  of  carcases  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  reduced 
by  1.2%,  but  the  percentage  of  carcases  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  was  increased  by  5.48%. 


The  criticisms  of  insufficient  space  for  meat  inspection 
and  inadequate  drainage  of  floors,  etc.,  mentioned  in  the 
previous  report  were  fully  justified  after  a further  year’s 
work  in  these  premises,  but,  nevertheless,  meat  was  produced 
under  much  better  conditions  than  those  found  in  the  majority 
of  slaughterhouses,  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  extremely 
good,  fl'his  latter  condition  was  due  in  no  small  measure  to 
the  co-operation  and  efficiency  of  the  team  of  slaughtermen. 

When  the  period  of  meat  rationing  ends,  it  may  be  that 
the  premises  will  prove  to  be  quite  large  enough  for  the 
needs  of  Guildford  and  the  surrounding  area.  It  is  hoped 
that  adequate  use  will  be  made  of  the  slaughterhouse  to 
enable  meat  to  be  produced  under  first-class  conditions  at  an 
economic  cost. 


UNSOUND  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Summary  of  articles  of 
year  : — - 


Article. 

Beef  

Mutton  

Pork  

Veal  

Cheese  

Cake 

Eggs 

Ground  Rice  

Fish 

Fruit  Juices  

Fruit  

Jams,  Marmalades,  etc. 
Meat  (Tinned) 

Paste  

Poultry  and  Game  

Sausages  

Soup  

Sweets  

Vegetables  

Pudding  


food  condemned  during  the 


Number  of  Articles  Weight 

(Tins,  Packets,  etc.).  in  lbs. 

— 158, 7991 


_ 1,200  a 

306  319 

118  15 

1,204  17 

— 89 

433  629 

71  82 

4,433  5,708 

103  156 

893  1,951 

627  43 

7 101 

146  515 

72  59 

29  55 

822  656 

3 3 
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Number  of  Articles  Weight 

Article.  (Tins,  Packets,  etc.).  in  lbs. 

Biscuits  83  87 

Milk  483  234 

Miscellaneous  413  930 


10,246  205,480i 


Total  Weight  : 

205,480^  lbs.,  or  91  tons,  14  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  16^  lbs. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

From  information  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  who  is  also  the  Sampling 
Officer  appointed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the 
following  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the 


year  :■ — 

Number 

Not 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Genuine  Remarks 

Acid  Drops  

1 

1 



Almonds 

1 

1 

— 

Aniseed  Balls  

1 

1 

. 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

Barley  (Pearl) 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Beans  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

— 

Beer  

2 

2 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

1 

— 

Blancmange  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Brompton  Lozenges 

1 

1 

— 

Bronchial  Pastilles 

2 

1 

1 Incorrectly  labelled. 

Butter  

1 

1 



Certo  

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  

1 

1 



Coconut  (Dessicated) 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee  (Ground) 

1 

1 

— 

Cough  Pastilles 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  (Pure)  

1 

1 

— 

Cream  (Sterilised)  ...... 

1 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Dolly  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus  and  Men- 

thol  Pastilles 

1 

1 

— 

Famel  Pastilles 

1 

1 

— 

Fat  (Cooking) 

1 

1 

— 

Flour  (Self  Raising) 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  Fizzers  

1 

1 

— 

Geeps  

1 

1 

— 

Gelatine  (Powdered) 

1 

1 

— 

Carried  forward  

33 

32 

1 
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Nature  of  Sample. 

Number 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine 

Remarks 

Brought  forward 

33 

32 

1 

Gin  

2 

2 

— 

Glucose  Fruit  Drops 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine  and  Black- 
currant Pastilles  

1 

1 

Gooseberries  in  Syrup 

1 

1 

— • 

Grapenuts  

1 

1 

— 

Gravy  Browning  and 
Gravy  Salt  

2 

2 



Honey  

1 

1 

— 

Horseradish  Relish 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

3 

3 

— 

Jams  

1 

1 

— 

Junket  

1 

1 

— 

Kako  

1 

1 

— 

Lemonade  Powder  

1 

1 

— 

Lvsantol  

1 

1 

— 

Margarine  

1 

1 

— 

Milk  

52 

49 

3 

(1)  Formal— deficient  in 

Milk  (Evaporated) 

1 

1 

S.N.F.,  correspond- 
ing to  2%  added 
water.  No  action. 

(2)  Formal — 18%  defi- 

cient in  Fat : A.T.C. 
sample  taken — 4% 

deficient  in  Fat.  No 
action. 

(3)  Formal — 2%  defi- 

cient in  S.N.F.  No 
action. 

Mustard  (French)  

2 

2 

— 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

Ovaltine  

1 

1 

— 

Parsley  and  Thyme 
Forcemeat  

1 

1 

Paste  (Fish)  

3 

3 

— 

Peas  (Tinned) 

1 

1 

— 

Pepper  (White) 

1 

1 

— 

Peppermints  and 

Peppermint  Fla- 

vouring 

2 

2 

Radiostol  

1 

1 

— 

Ribena  

1 

1 

— — 

Roastex  

1 

1 

_ 

Roselle  

1 

1 



Rum  

2 

2 

- 

Sage  and  Onion 
Stuffing  

1 

1 

vSalad  Cream  

1 

1 



Sauces  

2 

2 

— 

Carried  forward  

127 

123 

4 
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Number 

Not 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Taken. 

Genuine 

Genuine  Remarks 

Brought  forward  

127 

123 

4 

Sausages  (Beef  and 

Pork)  

3 

3 

— 

Semolina  

1 

1 

— — 

Soup  (Dessicated)  

1 

1 

- 

Soup  Mix  

1 

1 

- — . 

Spaghetti  in  Tomato 

1 

1 

— » 

Sucrets  

1 

1 

Sugar 

2 

2 

— 

Sunchoc  

1 

1 

— 

Sunmill  Cup  

1 

1 

— 

Tea  

2 

2 

« — 

Vick  hozenges 

1 

1 

_ 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

1 

1 

— 

Welsh  Rarebit 

1 

1 

— 

Whisky  

2 

2 

— 

Winter  Tablets 

1 

1 

— Informal. 

Totals 

147 

143 

4 

HOUSING. 

Housing  remains  as  one  of  the  chief  public  health  pro- 
blems in  Guildford  today,  in  spite  of  the  Council’s  energetic 
housing  programme. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Council  have  erected  1,646  post- 
war houses  in  addition  to  1,442  pre-war  houses,  the  number 
of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  is  still  formidable.  Applica- 
tions continue  to  be  received  at  the  rate  of  approximately  60 
per  month,  and  on  18th  November,  1953,  there  were  3,011 
families  waiting  for  Council  accommodation.  This  is  a reduc- 
tion of  1,050  on  the  previous  year’s  figures. 

During  the  year,  309  Council  houses  were  built  for  letting 
and  30  for  sale,  in  addition  to  96  houses  built  by  private 
owners. 

It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  unfit  houses  can  only  be 
dealt  with  on  a limited  scale.  During  the  year,  the  Council 
increased  the  allocation  for  houses  to  be  used  for  re-housing 
families  from  unfit  properties  from  12  to  36  per  annum,  but 
this  includes  families  moved  from  sub-standard  properties 
controlled  by  the  Council— e.g.,  hutted  camps,  etc. — of  which 
there  are  still  196  inhabited.  Serious  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  for  these 
families,  but  a large  proportion  of  the  tenants  are  unable  to 
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meet  the  rent  of  new  Council  houses,  and  others  are  unsuit- 
able for  allocation  of  new  property.  This  has  led  to  a large 
number  of  families  on  the  waiting  list  for  old  Council  pro- 
perties, but  the  number  of  vacancies  is  very  small.  It  may  be 
that  new  houses  of  a lower  standard  than  post-war  Council 
houses  provided  in  Guildford  will  have  to  be  built  for  these 
families.  The  basic  standard  of  accommodation  would,  of 
course,  remain  the  same,  but  certain  refinements  could  be 
omitted  and  thus  bring  down  the  cost  without  in  any  way 
lowering  the  housing  standard  beyond  modern  requirements. 
This  would  be  a better  solution  than  patching  up  dilapidated 
and  worn  out  properties,  which,  at  best,  can  only  provide  sub- 
standard accommodation  for  a limited  number  of  years,  and 
does  not  immediately  reduce  the  number  of  new  houses  to  be 
built,  because  existing  tenants  of  the  properties  acquired  have 
to  be  re-housed  in  the  first  instance. 

During  the  year,  five  Demolition  Orders  were  made,  eight 
houses  were  demolished,  and  two  Closing  Orders  were  made 
in  respect  of  unfit  houses  which  are  included  in  the  list  of 
houses  of  architectural  or  historic  interest.  One  basement 
flat  was  also  closed  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  the  tenants  were  re-housed.  Altogether,  35  persons 
were  re-housed  during  the  year  from  unfit  properties. 

A Preliminary  Housing  Survey  of  10,634  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  year,  to  obtain  a rough  estimate  of 
slum  clearance  requirements  and  repairs  and  improvements 
needed  to  existing  properties  within  the  next  ten  years.  The 
properties  were  examined  superficially  and  a more  detailed 
survey  will  have  to  be  carried  out  before  action  is  taken.  The 
premises  were  divided  into  four  categories,  as  shown  below, 
but  the  figures  quoted  may  be  subject  to  considerable 
revision  when  the  detailed  survey  is  completed  : — 

Category  “ A ” — 

Properties  in  good  condition  with  modern  amenities — not 


requiring  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  6,291 

Category  “ B ” — • 

Properties  capable  of  repair,  but  requiring  some  action 

under  Housing  Acts  «...  3,468 

Category  “ C 


Houses  which  may  not  be  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable 
cost,  but  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  within  the  next 
five  years  


542 
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Category  “ D ”■ — 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  which  should  be  dealt  with  as 
soon  as  possible,  including  196  temporary  huts  on 
Merrow  Downs  and  Merrow  Woods  sites  333 


10,634 


This  Preliminary  Survey  has  been  carried  out  with 
extreme  difficulty  due  to  shortage  of  staff*  and  frequent  staff 
changes.  A commencement  has  been  made  on  the  detailed 
survey,  but  this  is  likely  to  be  very  slow  as  so  little  time  can 
be  allocated  to  this  work  because  of  other  demands. 

A number  of  enquiries  with  regard  to  improvement  grants 
under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  was  received,  but 
the  majority  of  these  were  not  followed  up  by  the  applicants 
because  of  the  conditions  attached  to  such  grants,  and  the 
remainder  were  not  suitable  cases  in  which  grants  could  be 
made.  As  reported  last  year,  the  enquiries  which  were 
received  related  to  owner-occupied  premises  and  not  from 
landlords  of  the  type  of  property  to  which  improvements 
ought  to  be  carried  out.  It  is  clear  that  the  provisions 
relating  to  improvement  grants  will  not  bring  about  the  re- 
pair and  improvement  of  existing  properties  on  the  desired 
scale,  and  one  wonders  if  loans,  either  free  of  interest  or  at 
very  low  interest  rates  would  not  have  been  more  successful, 
particularly  if  repayment  of  the  loans  in  respect  of  improve- 
ments could  have  been  met  from  permitted  increases  in  rents. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  1,126 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2,860 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Acts  95 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  217 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  5 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  236 
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2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  221 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936— 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  8 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ..  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  3 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  38 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  27 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  3 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936— 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  8 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  on  undertaking 

from  Owners  not  to  re-let  for  habitation  — 

4.  Number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit — 

undertakings  cancelled  — 

5.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  2 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  1 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  — 

E.  — Action  taken  under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2156 — 

L Number  of  houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  4 


52 


GUILDFORD 

HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS’  GUILD. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Year  Ending  28th  February,  1954. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman:  COUNCILLOR  R.  F.  SPARROW. 


Members  of  the  Council: 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  COUNCILLOR  E.  JONES 
(ex  officio).  (Vice-Chairman). 

COUNCILLOR  W.  HAINES.  COUNCILLOR  G.  BELLERBY. 

COUNCILLOR  J.  O’KEEFE. 


TRADE  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr.  B.  W.  AUSTIN  ......  Butchers. 

Miss  E.  BENNETT  Factory  Canteen  Service. 

Mr.  S.  W.  CHRISTOPHER  Fried  Fish  Dealers  and  Wet  Fish 

Dealers. 

Mr.  A.  CROSS  Guildford  Co-operative  Soc.,  Ltd. 

Mr.  E.  T.  CHAMBERS  Grocers  and  General  Provisions 

Stores. 

Miss  L.  HIGGINSON School  Meals  Service. 

Mr.  J.  IONES  Multiple  Traders  (resigned  Feb- 

ruary, 1954). 

Mr.  G.  JORDISON  Union  of  Shop,  Distributive  and 

Allied  Workers. 

Mr.  T.  OHLER  Ice  Cream — Manufacturers  and  Dis- 

tributors (resigned  Februarv, 
1954). 

Mrs.  E.  REAVELL  Guildford  Townswomen’s  Guild. 

Mr.  E.  F.  STAMMERS  Dairymen. 

Miss  M.  THORNE  Caterers  Association  of  Gt.  Britain 

(Surrey  Branch)  (resigned  July, 
1953). 

Mr.  K.  R.  K.  BOYCE  Caterers  Association  of  Gt.  Britain 

(Surrey  Branch)  (as  from  Novem- 
ber, 1953). 

Mr.  P.  TOPFIAM  Union  of  Shop,  Distributive  and 

Allied  Workers. 

Mr.  R.  L.  WAUGH  Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers. 


Hon.  Secretary  : Mr.  H,  A,  PERRY, 
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GUILDFORD 

HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS’  GUILD. 


To  : — The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Guildford,  and  Members  of  the  Guildford  Hygienic 
Food  Traders’  Guild. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  Sixth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  for  the  year 
ending  28th  February,  1954,  during  which  time  I have  again 
had  the  privilege  to  being  your  Chairman. 

The  position  with  regard  to  membership  again  shows  a 
small  increase,  the  total  membership  being  188  traders  and 
1,087  employee  members. 

All  food  premises  in  the  Borough  have  been  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  a good  standard  of  hygiene 
has  been  maintained,  particularly  amongst  our  members.  In 
22  instances,  Guild  members  have  been  required  to  execute 
works  necessary  to  maintain  standards  in  accordance  with 
their  respective  Codes  of  Practice,  but  in  these  cases  the  re- 
quisite work  has  been  done  promptly. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Guild  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  recent  negotiations  between  Head  Teachers  of  local 
Secondary  Schools  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  with  a view 
to  arranging  special  courses  of  training  for  children  aged 
15/16  years  who  wish  to  enter  the  distributive  trades  on 
leaving  school.  Local  food  traders  have  for  many  years  com- 
plained of  insufficient  and  unsuitable  junior  entrants  to  their 
respective  trades,  which  added  to  their  difficulties  in  main- 
taining satisfactory  standards  of  hygiene.  Arrangements 
have  now  been  made  for  representatives  of  the  food  trades  to 
visit  the  schools  and  to  speak  to  school  leavers  about  the 
opportunities,  wages  and  service  conditions  available  in  their 
trades,  including  facilities  for  further  education.  Talks  on 
Food  Hygiene  are  included  in  the  syllabus,  and  a start  has 
already  been  made  on  a pilot  scheme  at  Northmead  Boys’  and 
Girls’  Schools. 
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The  new  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Bill,  which  is  at 
present  before  Parliament,  may  produce  far  reaching  effects 
on  standards  of  hygiene  in  all  classes  of  food  premises.  Pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  making  regulations  for  the  different 
trades  which  may  follow  on  the  lines  of  Codes  of  Practice. 
If  such  regulations  are  made,  it  may  alter  the  future  work  of 
the  Guild,  as  there  would  be  no  point  in  asking  members  to 
voluntarily  comply  with  standards  which  are  statutorily 
enforceable.  The  introduction  of  improved  legislation  will 
probably  allow  the  Guild  to  concentrate  on  educational 
activities  and  propaganda  work  to  maintain  interest  and  en- 
courage food  handlers  to  observe  higher  standards  of  personal 
hygiene,  which  no  amount  of  legislation  can  achieve  without 
the  willing  co-operation  of  all  concerned. 

The  need  for  sustained  efforts  to  improve  standards  of 
food  hygiene  on  a national  basis  is  as  great  as  ever  it  was, 
and  I trust  that  our  members  will  continue  the  good  work 
which  has  been  going  on  in  Guildford  during  the  past  six 
years. 

1 would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  to 
all  members  of  the  Guild  for  their  continued  support.  Also 
to  members  and  officers  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  their 
unfailing  co-operation. 

(signed)  R.  F.  SPARROW, 

Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’ 

Guild. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Work  of  the  Guild  for  the  Year  ending  28th  February,  1954. 


Introduction. 

The  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  has  now 
completed  its  sixth  year  of  work  with  the  continued  support 
of  the  Guildford  Borough  Council  and  its  members.  Progress 
has  been  maintained  during  the  year,  both  with  regard  to 
membership  and  standards  of  hygiene  throughout  the  food 
premises  of  the  Borough. 

Meetings  of  the  Advisory  Committee  have  been  held 
regularly  on  the  first  Fridays  of  alternate  months,  but 
attendances  have  not  always  been  good.  The  Publicity, 
Education  and  Socials  Sub-Committee,  which  has  been 
responsible  for  numerous  successful  social  and  educational 
activities  in  the  past,  ceased  to  function  as  from  29th  June, 
195.3.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  who  found  it  impossible  to  carry  on  with  the 
enormous  amount  of  work  entailed  in  addition  to  his 
numerous  other  duties.  No  other  person  could  be  found  who 
would  undertake  this  work,  and  it  was  decided  to  refer  the 
work  of  the  Sub-Committee  in  regard  to  educational  and 
publicity  activities  to  the  main  Advisory  Committee. 

Membership. 

During  the  year,  records  concerning  food  premises 
generally  and  trader  members’  premises  have  been  revised 
and  brought  up-to-date.  It  is  found  that  there  are  now  364 
food  premises  in  the  Borough  as  against  317  previously 
recorded.  The  increase  is  largely  due  to  the  establishment  of 
new  businesses  and  the  inclusion  of  hotels,  clubs  and  similar 
premises  where  a certain  amount  of  catering  is  carried  on. 
There  were  seven  new  trader  members  accepted  and  one 
resignation  from  the  Guild  during  the  year.  Three  other 
trader  members  have  ceased  business.  Every  effort  is  made 
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to  keep  contact  with  employee  members,  but  owing  to  fre- 
quent changes  of  staff,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  keep 
accurate  records.  Twenty-one  new  employee  members  were 
enrolled  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  revised  figures  relating  to 
total  premises  and  trader  membership. 


Number  of  Number  of  Number  of 
Premises  Trader  Employee 

to  which  Members  Members 

Guild  applies.  Accepted.  Accepted. 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Distributors  3 2 12 

Dairies  (excluding  milkshops)  3 2 54 

Bakehouses  and  Flour  Confectioners  19  5 23 

Catering  Establishments  (including  Fac- 
tory and  School  Canteens)  103  59  525 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  108  60  199 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meat  Manufacturers  26  17  37 

Fishmongers  and  Fishfryers  21  9 9 

Greengrocers  33  10  23 

Sugar  Confectioners  and  Mixed  Trades  48  24  205 


Totals  364  188  1,087 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  two  minor  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in 
Guildford  during  the  year,  both  of  which  are  interesting. 

Outbreak  No.  1. 

Sixteen  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  amongst 
teachers  and  children  of  a local  school.  After  thorough 
investigation,  particulars  of  a school  meal  consumed  on  the 
previous  day  were  obtained,  and  one  particular  item  consisted 
of  home-made  salad  dressing  prepared  from  dried  milk  mixed 
with  cold  water,  plus  vinegar.  This  was  served  separately  to 
those  who  wanted  it.  Samples  of  ingredients  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  including  the  scrapings  of  milk 
powder  from  an  empty  container.  This  last  item  was  found 
to  contain  a moderate  growth  of  staph,  aureus  coagulase- 
positive,  which,  as  events  subsequently  proved,  was  the  cause 
of  the  trouble.  In  this  instance,  the  dried  milk  had  not  been 
heat  treated  when  reconstituted,  and,  therefore,  the  organisms 
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contained  in  the  powder  were  not  destroyed.  Instructions 
were  immediately  given  to  sterilise  all  milk  produced  from 
the  milk  powder,  and,  subsequently,  all  stocks  were  with- 
drawn when  it  was  discovered  that  similar  outbreaks  had 
occurred  over  a wide  area  due  to  this  contaminated  product. 
This  outbreak  emphasises  the  need  for  extreme  care  in  pre- 
paring foods  from  dried  products,  and  particularly  the 
thorough  heat  treatment,  where  possible,  of  the  reconstituted 
article. 


Outbreak  No.  2. 

A workman  and  his  mate  became  violently  ill  at  work 
during  the  Summer,  and  on  admission  to  hospital  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  food  poisoning.  Unfortunately,  notifica- 
tion was  not  received  until  after  the  patients’  discharge. 
Investigation  revealed  that  the  man’s  wife  had  made  up  sand- 
wiches from  pressed  pork  the  day  before  consumption,  stored 
them  in  a warm  room  overnight,  and  the  sandwiches  were  not 
consumed  until  lunchtime  the  following  day.  The  workman 
gave  one  sandwich  to  his  mate  and  both  were  very  ill  two 
hours  afterwards.  No  remains  of  the  sandwiches  or  meat 
were  available,  but  samples  of  pressed  pork  produced  by  the 
same  local  butcher  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  found  to  contain  staphylococcus  aureus, 
which  was  the  same  organisms  as  those  found  in  specimens 
taken  from  the  two  cases  of  food  poisoning.  Further 
investigation  proved  that  the  butcher  who  prepared  this 
article  was  a “ carrier  ” of  these  germs  in  the  throat,  on  the 
hands,  and  on  other  parts  of  the  body.  In  this  case,  it  was 
necessary  to  exclude  the  butcher  from  work  for  a short  period 
and  to  arrange  for  treatment  and  periodical  swabbing.  This 
outbreak  again  emphasises  the  importance  of  healthy  food 
handlers,  and1  the  necessity  for  high  standards  of  personal 
hygiene  in  the  preparation  of  susceptible  foods. 


It  is  regretted  that  the  number  of  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  throughout  the  country  in  1952  shows  an  increase 
of  172  outbreaks  over  the  previous  year,  the  total  being  3,519, 
involving  over  11,000  persons.  This  state  of  affairs  indicates 
that  there  is  no  room  for  complacency  on  this  subject,  and 
that  even  further  efforts  must  be  made  by  everyone  concerned 
with  food  handing  to  reduce  the  possibilities  of  food 
infections. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Bill. 

The  above  Bill  is  now  before  Parliament  and  will,  it  is 
hoped,  become  law  in  the  near  future.  It  amends  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies 
and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  and  its  main  objects  are  to 
improve  the  provisions  for  protecting  the  public  against  food 
containing  injurious  ingredients;  misdescription  of  food  and 
drugs  in  labels  and  advertisements ; and  to  provide  fuller 
powers  to  secure  uncontaminated  food  in  the  course  of  pre- 
paration, distribution  and  sale.  The  most  important 
provisions  are  those  which  extend  the  powers  of  the  Ministers 
of  Food  and  Health  to  make  regulations  relating  to  improved 
hygiene  in  food  handling;  and  which  confer  power  on  them, 
by  Order,  to  require  the  registration  of  premises  used  for 
food  businesses  other  than  those  at  present  registered  (Ice 
Cream  and  Preserved  Foods).  Hawkers  of  food  and  persons 
selling  from  stalls  or  vehicles  will  have  to  be  licensed.  It  is 
hoped  that  when  the  Regulations  are  made  for  the  individual 
food  trades,  they  will  be  as  clear  and  concise  as  possible, 
clearly  indicating  the  requirements  for  each  trade,  so  that 
each  trader  will  know  exactly  what  he  is  expected  to  do. 


The  growing  realisation  of  the  need  for  this  type  of 
control  is  illustrated  by  the  proposed  increase  of  the  maximum 
penalty  for  a first  offence  from  £20  to  £100  or  three  months’ 
imprisonment  or  both,  and  a penalty  of  £5  per  day  for  con- 
tinuing offences.  Also  an  extension  of  the  time  limit  to  two 
months  for  prosecutions  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  articles 
sampled. 


Annual  Reports  on  Trader  Members’  Premises. 

In  accordance  with  Rule  14  of  the  “ Conditions  Relating 
to  Membership  and  Administration,”  annual  reports  on  trader 
members’  premises  were  submitted  to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  174  trader  members.  In  152  instances, 
the  premises  had  been  maintained  in  an  entirely  satisfactory 
condition.  In  22  instances,  continuation  of  membership  was 
approved  subject  to  minor  works  being  carried  out,  which 
were  given  prompt  attention. 
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Educational  Activities. 

(a)  Lecture  Courses  eor  Food  Empuoyees. 

The  following  courses  of  instruction  for  food  handlers 
have  been  held  during  the  year  :■ — 

(1)  A course  of  instruction  for  catering  personnel  con- 
sisting of  two  lectures  and  a practical  demonstration 
at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital.  There  was  an 
average  attendance  of  20  persons  and  the  course  was 
well  received. 

(2)  A shortened  course  of  instruction,  including  a 
practical  demonstration,  for  school  canteen  personnel 
at  which  53  persons  attended. 

(b)  Training  Courses  eor  Schooe  Leavers. 

Discussions  have  been  taking  place  over  a considerable 
period  between  Head  Teachers  of  Modern  Secondary  Schools, 
the  Guildford  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Guild,  con- 
cerning special  courses  of  training  for  children  between  the 
ages  of  15/16  years  who  intend  to  enter  the  distributive 
trades  on  leaving  school.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
various  speakers  from  a number  of  food  trades  to  visit  the 
schools  and  talk  to  these  age  groups  about  working  con- 
ditions and  opportunities  available  for  further  education  and 
advancement  within  the  respective  trades.  The  syllabus  also 
includes  talks  on  food  hygiene,  and  a pilot  scheme  has  com- 
menced at  the  Northmead  Boys’  and  Girls’  Schools  during  the 
present  term.  It  is  hoped  that,  by  this  means,  school  leavers 
will  be  encouraged  not  only  to  enter  the  food  trades,  but  to 
take  a more  serious  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  work  they 
perform,  and  in  this  way,  it  is  possible  to  recruit  a better  type 
of  junior  entrant  to  these  trades. 

Organised  Visits  to  Food  Factories,  etc. 

These  organised  visits,  which  were  very  popular,  have  had 
to  be  dropped  since  the  Publicity,  Education  and  Socials  Sub- 
Committee  ceased  to  function.  During  the  period  under 
review,  two  visits  were  made  to  Messrs.  Frigidaire,  Ltd.,  and 
Tate  & Lyle,  Ltd.,  both  of  which  were  enjoyable  and 
instructive. 
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Special  Activities. 

(a)  Coronation  Crrrb  rat  ions. 

Two  tableaux  were  presented  in  the  Coronation  Proces- 
sion on  behalf  of  the  Guild,  presenting  “ Catering  Premises 
Old  and  New.” 

A successful  “ Odd  Spot  ” competition  held  in  conjunction 
with  a series  of  special  Hygienic  Food  Window  Displays  was 
organised,  in  which  there  was  a large  number  of  entries. 
Eighty-three  trader  members  presented  special  window 
displays. 

(b)  Guirdkord  Mirk  Wrrk. 

The  Guild  entered  a special  display  appertaining  to  the 
Milk  Industry  during  the  Guildford  Milk  Week  sponsored  by 
the  National  Milk  Publicity  Council  and  the  Local  Dairymen’s 
Association  from  8th  to  13th  June,  1953. 

Premises — Repairs  and  Improvements. 

A summary  of  repairs  and  improvements  carried  out  in 
food  premises  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1953,  is  attached  hereto.  From  this  summary,  it 
will  be  seen  that  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  in  a further  seven  premises,  bringing  the 
total  since  the  scheme  commenced  to  107,  or  29.5%  of  the 
total  food  premises  in  the  Borough. 

Social  Activities. 

Social  activities  were  confined  to  (a)  a visit  to  the 
Pantomime  at  Empress  Hall,  when  132  members  and  friends 
had  a most  enjoyable  evening,  and  (b)  the  Fifth  Annual 
Dinner  and  Dance  held  on  4th  March,  1953.  This  function,  as 
usual,  was  a great  success,  and  resulted  in  a profit  of 
£26  7s.  7d.  This  amount  was  increased  to  £30  from  Social 
Funds  and  forwarded  to  the  National  Distress  Fund. 

Conclusion. 

Although  less  publicity  has  been  given  locally  to  the  work 
of  the  Guild,  and  some  members  may  have  lost  a little  of  their 
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initial  enthusiasm  for  food  hygiene,  the  past  year  has  shown 
a general  maintenance  of  the  high  standards  of  hygiene  in 
food  premises,  which  has  prevailed  since  the  Guild  became 
active.  It  is  very  difficult  indeed,  to  maintain  enthusiasm  at 
top  level  over  a long  period,  and  in  some  measure  it  is  better 
that  a good  standard  of  hygiene  should  become  part  of  the 
normal  day-to-day  procedure  in  food  premises.  The  impend- 
ing new  legislation  has  whipped  up,  to  a certain  extent,  the 
public  interest  in  this  subject,  but  one  cannot  help  feeling  that 
in  these  days  of  increasing  competitive  business,  the  public 
can  do  much  to  improve  hygienic  standards  by  refusing  to 
patronise  traders  who  do  not  observe  a good  standard  of 
hygiene  in  their  establishments.  Housewives  in  particular, 
should  report  unsatisfactory  service  to  the  Management  in 
the  first  instance,  and  to  the  local  Health  Department  if  satis- 
faction is  not  subsequently  obtained.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  main  problem  to-day  is  to  attract  the  interest  of  the  trader 
and  food  handler  who  “ couldn’t  care  less  ” about  hygiene,  and 
this  problem  has  not  yet  been  solved.  We  have  made  a start 
amongst  school  leavers,  but  what  about  those  already  well 
advanced  into  their  careers  in  the  food  trades  ? The  Guild- 
ford Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  has  undertaken  numerous 
activities  in  the  past  seven  years  to  stimulate  the  interest  of 
both  traders  and  employees  in  this  subject — perhaps  some  of 
our  members  may  have  ideas  which  may  bring  about  this 
change  of  attitude  amongst  persons  who  should,  but  have  not 
already  realised  their  responsibilities  to  the  general  public. 
The  Chairman  or  Hon.  Secretary  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
suggestions  which  will  be  given  due  consideration  by  the 
Advisory  Committee. 

Once  again  our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Guildford 
Borough  Council,  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Guild,  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  their  continued  support  and  interest. 

H.  A.  PERRY, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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